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Where are students asked to 
self-report the courses they’ve 
taken? 
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Reporting academic coursework 

Students may be asked to list their coursework 
in several places in the application. 

In-progress coursework: 
● Education: Current or Most Recent Year Courses 

Completed coursework: 
● Courses & Grades: If required, captures courses 

with credit awarded on high school transcript 

Students taking courses through a college (dual enrollment 
or other) can capture their college attendance using: 

● Education → Colleges & Universities 
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Course scheduling system 
Semester, Trimester, Quarterly, Yearly 

Education section: 
Current year courses 

Course level 
● Regular/Standard 

● Accelerated 

● Advanced 

● Advanced Placement (AP) 

● AS/A-level/International 
A-level, Cambridge AICE 

● College Prep 

● Dual Enrollment 

● Enriched 

Course schedule 
Dynamic based on course scheduling system selected 

● Semester: S1, S2, Full Year 

● Trimester: T1, T2, T3, Full Year 

Course level 
● GCSE, IGCSE 

● Gifted 

● High Honors 

● Honors 

● Intensive 

● International Baccalaureate (IB) 

● Pre-IB 

● Regents 

● N/A 

● Quarterly: Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4, Full Year 

● Yearly: Full Year 

Example of student courses as they 
appear on application PDF. 
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Education section: 
Colleges attended 

Students can list up to 3 colleges they have 
attended 

Students are not asked to list what courses 
they have taken 

Students may choose to share more details, including a 
list of their college courses taken: 

Writing → Additional Information 
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Self-reported transcripts 

Some colleges ask students to self-report the grades 
they’ve earned in the courses they’ve completed. 

This can be in Common App (Courses & Grades) or through 
STARS (the Self-reported Transcript and Academic Record 
System, formerly known as SRAR or SSAR). 

In 2025–26: 

● 77 colleges use Courses & Grades 
(Courses & Grades FAQ) 

● 38 colleges use STARS 
(STARS FAQ) 

Requirements grid 

The requirements grid displays 
key information about every 
Common App college, including 
deadlines, fees, and requirements 
such as Courses & Grades. 

● In the application: 
My Colleges 

● In the recommender system: 
My students 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Do-all-members-of-The-Common-Application-use-Courses-Grades-in-their-admissions-process
https://srarsupport.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4408738060315-Which-Colleges-Universities-Accept-The-SSAR-SRAR
https://recsupport.commonapp.org/recommendersupport/s/article/Where-can-I-find-the-Requirements-Grid
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Courses & Grades 

Students should use the grade level grids to 
report their courses exactly as they appear 
on their high school transcript. 

Students can use ‘Other Courses’ for middle school, 
post-12th grade, or summer courses that appear on 
their official high school transcript. 

Students do not need to enter the names of middle 
schools or colleges. For middle school and college 
(dual enrollment) courses appearing on the high 
school transcript, students should use the name of the 
high school where they received the credit. 
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Courses & Grades 

School Name, School Year, Grading 
Scale, and Schedule are required. 

Subject, Course Name, Course Level, 
at least one grade, and at least one 
credit are required for each row. 

The Schedule and Course Level options are 
the same as those in ‘Current or Most 
Recent Year Courses’ in the Education 
section. 

● Schedule: Semester, Trimester, 
Quarterly, Yearly 

● Course Level: Regular, Advanced, AP, 
IB, Honors, etc. 
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Courses & Grades 
walkthrough 
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How can I help my students 
with reporting their academic 
coursework in Common App? 
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Common App 
Recommender system 

Counselors and advisors 
using the Recommender 
system can use filters to 
identify their students 
applying to colleges that 
require Courses & Grades 
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Tools & resources 

● Create a practice student account 

○ Explore the student experience 

○ View the Courses & Grades 
walkthrough 

● Download the requirements grid 

○ See which colleges require C&G 

● Access Solutions Center resources 

○ List of colleges that require C&G 

○ Courses & Grades FAQs 

○ 24/7 support 

● Learn more about STARS (formerly 
SRAR/ SSAR) 

https://recsupport.commonapp.org/recommendersupport/s/article/Where-can-I-find-the-Requirements-Grid
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Do-all-members-of-The-Common-Application-use-Courses-Grades-in-their-admissions-process
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Courses-and-Grades-information
http://recsupport.commonapp.org
https://starsrecord.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/35363280510235-Which-Colleges-Use-STARS
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Frequently asked questions 
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QUESTION 

Where should I list a course that offers both 
college and high school credit? FAQ 

You should use the Current or Most Recent Year 
Courses section to capture all courses you are enrolled 
in for the year, including dual enrollment college courses 
that grant high school credit. 

You should use the Colleges & Universities section to 
list all colleges that have or will grant you college credit, 
including dual enrollment courses and any college 
course taken independent of the high school (i.e. no high 
school credit is received). 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Where-should-I-list-a-course-that-offers-both-college-and-high-school-credit
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QUESTION 

How do I report a college course I took 
during high school in Courses & Grades? FAQ 

Only courses receiving high school credit (i.e. 
appearing on your high school transcript) should be 
reported in this section. 

If you are not receiving high school credit for the 
course, you do not need to report this course in 
Courses & Grades. 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/How-do-I-report-a-college-course-I-took-during-high-school-in-Courses-Grades
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QUESTION 

How do I report courses taken outside of my 
secondary school's courses (e.g. middle 
school)? FAQ 

To report courses that you've taken prior to the 9th 
grade, post-12th grade, or summer courses, you 
can use the 'Other Courses' section. 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/How-do-I-report-courses-taken-outside-of-my-secondary-school-s-courses
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QUESTION 

What if I don't have courses to list for a 
particular grade in the Courses and Grades 
section? FAQ 
If you do not have any courses to list for 9th, 10th or 
11th grade you can click the box that says 'I have 
reported all of my courses for this grade'. 

If you do not yet have any courses to list for 12th 
grade you can select the 'No' option for the question 
that asks, 'Do you have 12th grade courses on your 
transcript with official grades?' 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-if-I-don-t-have-courses-to-list-for-a-particular-grade-in-the-Courses-and-Grades-section
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QUESTION 

What if I attended more than one high school? 
FAQ 

If you have courses for more than one high school 
that you would like to report in Courses & Grades, 
you can click on 'Add Courses from Another 
Transcript' button. 

You can only add courses from another transcript if 
you have added another high school in the 
Education section of your application. 

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-if-I-attended-more-than-one-high-school


© 2025 Common App, Inc. 

Connect with us 

Education & Training team 

Meredith Lombardi 
mlombardi@commonapp.org 

Michaela Alcorn 
malcorn@commonapp.org 

Contact 24/7/365 support when you need it 

First-year application questions 
appsupport@commonapp.net 

First-year recommender questions 
sfsupport@commonapp.net 
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