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Common App is an online 
application that makes 
applying to college easy.

Each year, more than one million students 
explore and apply to over 1,100 member 
colleges and universities worldwide.

commonapp.org/explore

60+ International 
members

500+ Charge no 
application fee

15+ Countries and 
territories outside 
the U.S.

http://commonapp.org/explore


© 2026 Common App, Inc.

First-year applicants’ home countries
2025–2026 ytd as of February 1

Top 15 countries (non-US)
1. China
2. India
3. Ghana
4. Canada
5. Pakistan
6. Nigeria
7. Uzbekistan
8. United Arab Emirates
9. Ethiopia
10. Kenya
11. Saudi Arabia
12. Bangladesh
13. Kazakhstan
14. Korea
15. Brazil

200+ 
countries & 
territories

9%
int’l

1.4M
applicants

10.2M
applications 
submitted

commonapp.org/research

https://www.commonapp.org/about/reports-and-insights
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First-year application

Create a practice student 
account

●Visit commonapp.org

●Click create an account

●Choose your path

Select education professional to 
explore the student experience

Just getting started? Check out our 
New Counselor 101 recording and 

slides for tips and tricks.

http://commonapp.org
https://fast.wistia.com/embed/channel/gmtywmfa8n?wchannelid=gmtywmfa8n&wmediaid=zkofdkkn6y
https://custom.cvent.com/8FD72E23B3DC43BD9A0B447B51FCCA4B/files/366787375e164d75912bceeab2a173ae.pdf
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First-year 
recommender system

700K+ education professionals use the 
Common App to support students with the 
application process

Once a student invites and assigns a recommender in their 
application, an email invitation is sent. Recommenders activate 
their account in Common App’s Recommender system.

○ Submit school forms

○ Download the Requirements Grid

○ Use search filters to find cohorts of students

○ Track student progress

○ View college-level details for each student

○ Access a PDF preview of in-progress applications, with 
student permission

○ Export detailed lists to Excel

recommend.commonapp.org

http://recommend.commonapp.org
http://recommend.commonapp.org
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You can use this 

slide as-is.

To change the 

picture, delete 

the existing 

image, then click 

the Picture icon 

to insert another.

If necessary, 

click the RESET 

button to 

reposition the 

footer text above 

the picture.

Don’t worry! The 

Picture icon will 

not appear in 

Slide Show View.   

Also, this box will 

not print or 

display in Slide 

Show View. FAQ: Who are the Common App recommendation system partners?

Recommender system integration partners

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Who-are-the-Common-App-recommendation-system-partners
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Frequently asked questions
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QUESTION

Do students have to answer all questions 
asked in Common App?

No. Only required questions are marked with a red 
asterisk *.
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Example: Reporting class rank 
and GPA

FAQ

How do I report my class rank and GPA?
You should report your current Class Rank and GPA, even if they might 
change later in the school year.

If your school does not rank, select "none" from the drop down menu. 
If your school calculates both weighted and unweighted Class 
Rank/GPA, report the weighted value.

If your school does not calculate a cumulative numerical GPA, or if it 
uses a GPA scale that is different than the options available in the drop 
down menu, leave the Cumulative GPA field blank. This field is not 
required for submission of your application.

You can always use the Additional Information prompt in the Writing
section to elaborate.

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/How-do-I-report-my-class-rank-and-GPA
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QUESTION

Who can be a Common App recommender?

Common App supports 4 recommender types on the 
first-year application:

● Counselor
● Teacher
● Other recommender
● Advisor

Recommenders can use one email address across 
multiple roles. Advisors do not submit forms.
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QUESTION

How do students invite recommenders?

Students complete the FERPA release authorization and 
invite recommenders in My Colleges.

Students attending a school using a Common App 
integration partner to submit school forms manage their 
counselor and teacher recommenders in the platform 
their school uses.
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Managing 
recommenders

Schools using the Common 
App recommender system

Schools using an integration partner

Students manage their recommenders 
within My Colleges, in the 
Recommenders and FERPA section.

● For high schools using the Common App 
recommender system, students invite and 
assign their Counselor and Teachers in 
their Common App.

● For high schools using a Common App 
integration partner, students invite and 
assign their Counselor and Teachers in the 
platform their school uses.

● Regardless of which platform their school 
uses to submit school forms, students 
invite Other recommenders and Advisors 
in their Common App.



© 2026 Common App, Inc.

QUESTION

Is there an international student supplement?

Yes. For students who indicate that promotion within 
their educational system is based upon standard leaving 
examinations given by a state or national leaving 
examination board.
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International student 
supplement

In the Testing section, students are asked 
the following question:

Is promotion within your educational system 
based upon standard leaving examinations 
given at the end of lower and/or senior 
secondary school by a state or national 
leaving examinations board?

If a student answers ‘Yes’, a ‘Senior 
Secondary Leaving Examinations’ 
subsection opens for them to complete.

● Students can list up to 10 Senior Secondary 
Leaving Examinations they have taken

● Students can choose from 30 different 
examination boards (or select ‘Other’ and 
write in an examining board’s name)  
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QUESTION

How do I submit documents for my student?

Common App uses single-submission (“one-and-done”)     
to streamline the process for counselors, teachers, and 
other recommenders.

Recommenders submit forms using Common App’s 
recommendation system or through an integration 
partner.



© 2026 Common App, Inc.

Submitting school forms

Each college determines which forms they require.

• School profile
• School report
• Early decision agreement
• Fee waiver
• Counselor recommendation

• Optional report 1 and 2
• Mid-year report

• Final report
• Teacher evaluation
• Other evaluation

Common App recommender guide

Transcripts, recommendations, and school forms are only 
sent to colleges when students submit their Common App.

https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/recommender-guide
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QUESTION

Can international students use a Common 
App fee waiver?

It depends! International students may be eligible for a 
Common App fee waiver.

Each college has varying policies, so it is not guaranteed 
that they will accept a fee waiver request as an 
international student. If a college does not accept the 
fee waiver, they may ask a student to pay the application 
fee after they submit their application.

Fee waiver FAQ

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-do-I-need-to-know-about-the-Common-App-fee-waiver
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QUESTION

Our academic year is January–December. 
When should I send a mid-year report?

Counselors should submit Mid-year reports as soon as 
first semester/trimester grades are available. The 
Common App recommendation system does not send 
reminders about these forms.

Counselors must submit the School report before they 
can submit the Mid-year report, Optional report, or Final 
report.

Order of forms FAQ

https://recsupport.commonapp.org/recommendersupport/s/article/In-what-order-should-I-submit-the-Counselor-school-forms
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Resources
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The international community of counselors and higher 
education institutions is your greatest asset.

Take advantage of the networks around you (membership, 
special interest groups, conferences, webinars, etc.).

Professional organizations provide:

● Policy & advocacy
● Resources
● Professional development
● Guiding ethics
● Awards

Connect with other international student 
supporters like you
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Common App advising 
resources

● Create a practice student account

● Sign up for the monthly counselor newsletter

● Request a free map poster

● Utilize our Recommender guide

○ Letter writing resources 

○ Developing a School Profile

● Watch counselor and student video tutorials

● Download student handouts in English and 
Spanish

commonapp.org/advisors

https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/recommender-guide
https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonAppMedia
http://commonapp.org/ready
http://commonapp.org/advisors
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24/7 support

Help when you need it!

● Frequently Asked Questions

● Known issues

● Requirements grid

● Writing requirements resource

● Application PDFs

● Request training

● Contact support

appsupport.commonapp.org

recsupport.commonapp.org

http://appsupport.commonapp.org
http://recsupport.commonapp.org
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Connect with us

Michaela Alcorn
malcorn@commonapp.org

Meredith Lombardi
mlombardi@commonapp.org

Wilson Lee
wlee@sas.edu.sg

Contact 24/7/365 support when you need it

First-year application questions
appsupport@commonapp.net

First-year recommender questions
sfsupport@commonapp.net

mailto:malcorn@commonapp.org
mailto:mlombardi@commonapp.org
mailto:wlee@sas.edu.sg
mailto:appsupport@commonapp.net
mailto:sfsupport@commonapp.net
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